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Summary of Responses Received to Petitions Presented at a Recent Assembly 
Meeting 

 

Petition submitted on 20 October 2010 (Plenary) 

 

1. Valerie Shawcross AM presented a petition with the following prayer: 

 

‚We the undersigned request that the left exit ‘slip road’ by the Southwark War Memorial in 

Borough High Street is not reopened once the utilities upgrade roadworks are completed. Rather, 

we request that it is converted into a pedestrianised area, as crossing the road at this junction is 

extremely hazardous.‛ 

 

The Mayor sent a written response on 15 November 2010 saying: 

 

‚I know that Transport for London met with you and Living Streets on 14 September to 

discuss Borough High Street. TfL explained that the uncertainty over the Network Rail 

redevelopment of London Bridge Station, together with the ongoing construction of 

The Shard, would make accurate traffic modelling of the Borough High Street area very 

difficult. An accurate model would be vital in allowing TfL and Southwark to fully 

appreciate the traffic implications of any major scheme. TfL also outlined the pressures 

on public funding more generally. 

 

Living Streets suggested that TfL should consider what ‘quick win’ schemes for 

Borough High Street could be introduced, should section 106 funding become 

available. Living Streets initial view was that such a scheme could be the permanent 

closure to traffic of the Borough High Street slip road. TfL has considered whether the 

slip road could be permanently closed, and believe this would be achievable should 

s106 funding be available, although this would be dependent on a number of factors: 

 

 a more robust assessment of the traffic impacts of permanent closure would 

need to be undertaken, and the impacts shown to be manageable; 

 there would need to be an appreciation of the servicing requirements of 

businesses affected by the closure of the slip road, and a consultation to ensure 

awareness of all views; and 

 TfL’s ability to deliver urban realm improvements within the slip road area 

would be linked to the level of funding available. 

 

TfL will continue to work with Southwark to ensure available s106 funding for 

transport improvements are used to the widest possible benefit.‛ 

 

2. Jennette Arnold AM presented a petition with the following prayer: 

 

‚We the undersigned ask that you and the Greater London Authority show your support for the 

residents of the four London residential estates of Cumberland Market, Lee Green, Millbank and 

Victoria Park in their opposition to the proposed sell off of our homes by the Crown Estate. 
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We are concerned that the sell off will break up our communities and permanently deprive 

London of 1500 affordable rented homes available for key service and health care workers which 

London can ill afford to lose." 
 

The Mayor sent a written response on 15 November 2010 saying: 

 

‚I have responded separately to the motions that were put forward at that meeting 

and stated that I wrote, together with Council Leaders whose boroughs are affected, to 

the Chair of the Crown Estate on 22 March arguing against the sale. 

 

However, I do not have the power to intervene to prevent a sale. The Crown Estate has 

informed me that Peabody Housing Trust is the preferred purchaser for their homes. I 

am satisfied that Peabody is a long established and well respected housing provider 

and that a sale to Peabody would be a positive outcome. 

 

Furthermore, the covenant that has been placed on the sale goes some way to 

addressing concerns which I and others have raised. I will now be working with the 

boroughs concerned to develop mechanisms to ensure that the conditions of the sale 

are adhered to in perpetuity.‛ 
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